
Conveying the 400‐year old,environmentally‐friendly

Himi set口net ttchniqtes tc the worid
The open seas surrounding

Himl on the Toyama Bay,

、vttch is loca↓ed in the middle

of the Sea of」apan coast,are

regarded as natural ish keep‐

ing pens. Here more than 300

varieties of nsh species of sea―

sonal rnigration,including sar―

dines in the spring,tuna in the

summer,and yellowtanお l the

winter,are caught Ye1lo、 口tall

ls customary for auspicious oc―

casions,such as the gift of ear―
ly、villter seaso■yello、vtail for

an engagement  The Himi

brand isheries industrj7is sus‐

tained by set‐net ishing gear,

of lvhich there are 45 units,

both large and small The ori‐

gins Of the set■et ixed―type of

gear featuring a compound de、
sign datt back some 411tl years
ln those days, the nets were

made of braided stra、 v rope

and hemp yaln,、 vith bamaboo

used ttr the nshng buOys and

floats

The set"Ilet is entirely differ,

ent from the trawi net and

purse seine, 17hiCh actively
targetlarge catches of Fish in a

single cast. Set―net gear is

used to pass市 ely wait for the

fish to become entrapped in

the net The targeted fish are

determined by the mesh size of

the llet,、vhichコlakes it possl―

ble to select the size and spe―

cies Furthermore, schools of

youllg fish swimming arOund

the gear, and a large nulnber

of shellish attached to the ne偽

and ropes use the nursery area

for spawIIng The tishermen

at Himi Can reach tte ishing

grOunds in several minutes
from the fishing pOrt, 、vhich

enables them to unload fish

t h a t  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  t r e s h  a n d

sometimes still alive一 at the

market ln addtion,they also

employ sophisticated techni

ques using icy、vater to main―

tain freshness,which is regar―
ded to be the bestin」apan

ln 2002, the World Set― net

Summit、 vas held in Himi The

Southeast Asian Fisheries Do

velopment Center (SEAF―

DEC)partiCipated in the Sum―

mit,and requested the technl‐

cal support of Himi City to

introduce set ne↓techttdques in

Thalland Upon receiving ttis

request,a group led bylVIr Ta‐

dashi Hamaya, council mem―

ber of the Himi Fishermen's

Cooperative, visited Thalland
to provide technical support

ln respollse to the strong de‐

sire of the local Thai ttsher―

men to transfer tlle set― net

fisheries,a Grassroots Par■

nersttp Proiect waS Siarttd by

H i m i  C i t y  u n d e r  t h e  J I C A  H o

kuriku Branch in 2005 Profes―

sor Takafu■li Arimoto and his

team froII the Tokyo Uttversi―

ty of Marine Science and Tech‐

nology also participated in the

PrtteCt The technical support
tea■l vistt Thailand twice ev―

ery year,and local Thaittsher―

men are invited to Himi for

trailling ln addltion,a special

arrangement、 vas proposed by

Himi fishermen for collecting

and donating the used nets and

large ishing buoys

ln Thailand,the transfer of

set―net technology was conduc―

↓ed in Rayong Province, a

three―hour drive from Bang―

kok, 、vith the cooperation of

the Eastern Marine Fisheries

Developlnent Cenier (EM

DEC)as the counterpart This

was the same place■ vVhere 20

years agO,wlr Aussanee Mun―

prasit from SEAFDEC,a for―
mer ttalnee of lhe」ICA train‐

ing course,introduced the set―

net technology on itts Owll.Un―

fortunately lle was unsuccess―

ful in transferring the set―net

technology at the time,but he

took up the dhallenge again in

2003 and orga対 zed a group of

fishermen to start seL―net oper‐

atio■s However, the gear de―

sign was unsuitable and thdr

daitt management was inade―

quate As they wttestruggling
to deal ,ヽ■th these problems,

H i m i  C i t t  o f f e r e d  t e c h n i c a l  c o ‐

operatio■ No覇′,ive years lat―
er, the local Thai fishermen

are benefitting frOm the g00d

records of dally tishing opera_

tioll and lnarketing

The set―net tech■ology trans―

fer in Thailand、vas successfuト

ly completed The daを ly catch

amounts have increased, and

have changed the distribution

channel of ish in the region

The supedor quality of fltesh―

ness cf the daily catch has led

to overall additional value and
a hi3her ullt price ofよsh in the

market Set net technology is

plan■ed to be introduced in

South Sula、 vesi, Indonesia,

througll a 」ICA Crassroots

Partnership Project in 2007
巾Ir Hamaya and Prof Arimo‐

to are aiming for “ set―net of

the community, by the com、
mlllllty,and for the comIIluni‐

ty,"↓o establish“Commwity‐

based set―net,''、9■th the coop―

eraton of local staff,including

WIr  Muhammad Zaenal, a

graduate of the Bone Fisheries
High School in South Sulavesi

、vho has completed the tech減 ―

cal training oII set―net in」a‐

pan, and Dr NI Abduh lbnu
Hajar,a former student of
Professor Arimoto at Tokyo
Uttversiけof Marine Science
and Tecl■nology
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lAll photos and charts oourtesy of Professor Arimoto)

Fishing using set‐net gearin indonesiat The rman with the blu●●ap is ML Zaenali

Ful,view of set‐net fishing gearin Bone,indonesia.


